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FROM COVER TO COVER 


When you read this issue of The Victory, you will see 
that it both begins and ends with our school motto. 
That is because our values permeate every aspect of 
our school life. 


It has been a pleasure to work on this digital issue of 
The Victory, having joined Trafalgar just as we were 
coming back to in-person life. As mentioned in the 
last issue by the previous editor, the way we view 
this annual magazine has changed. Our alumnz are 
now in constant contact with one another via news- 
letters and social media. This annual review looks to 
highlight stories you might have missed and cele- 
brate our biggest achievements. We look forward to 
bringing you more updates in the year to come as 
we will go back to publishing twice a year, in fall and 
spring, digitally. 


Virginia Champoux 
Director of Marketing and Communications 
Editor of The Victory 


The Victory magazine 
is published by: 


3495 Simpson 
Montreal QC H3G 2J7 
Phone: 514-935-2644 
info@trafalgar.qc.ca 
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Thank you to all who contributed photos during the year. 


Success Nourishes Hope. 


Gum Preane fe 


When first I arrived at Trafalgar, I would often, inadvertently, reverse our Motto to “Hope 
Nourishes Success...” I subconsciously assumed that success was an endpoint, rather 

than what it really is, a launching pad for hope and in turn, a launching pad for a better 
world. Success motivates us all and drives us to seek the best in the world, and so now, my 
understanding of our motto rests in the intergenerational empathy that transcends the 
generations of Trafalgar graduates and an ethos that has been sustained for 135 years. 


As we embark on this school year and our bold plans for the future, I am reminded of the 
story of Choni, a man walking along, who saw another, much older man planting a carob 
tree. When he asks him “How many years will it take to bear fruit?” the older gentleman 
replies, “It will take seventy years.” And when Choni questions him, “Do you really believe 
that you will live another seventy years?”, The older man answered, “I found this world 
provided with carob trees and as my ancestors planted them for me, so too I plant them for 
my descendants” (Talmud) 


Our community has embraced this role of becoming great ancestors to Trafalgar’s future 
and I am grateful for how we have come together to support our shared vision. If we are 

to secure our future, our responsibility today is to look back at our longstanding history, 

and empathize with the choices and decisions that have resulted in our here and now, 

then look inward to today as we look to the future and empathize with the needs of future 
generations of students and educators. Our decisions today must include this practice of 
intergenerational empathy in order for us to take stock of our today and make decisions that 
are relevant and enduring for our long term future and not solely our short-term needs. Our 
Success in this pursuit will nourish the hope for the community now and in generations of 
Trafites to come. 


I want to express my deep gratitude to the students, staff, alumni, families and long standing 
community members who ensure that Trafalgar remains at the forefront of girls’ education. 


Ms. Katherine Nikidis Head of School 


2021-22 VICTORY 3 


WHAT IS 


LISA J. STARR, Associate Professor and Department Chair 


in the Department of Integrated Studies in Education at McGill University 


Current talk in K-12 education involves much 
discussion of renewed expectations regarding what 
kinds of knowledge, skills, and dispositions students 
need for an unknown future that is characterized 
by change more than anything else. In addition to 
mastering traditional academic knowledge and 
skills, expectations for students today include 
critical and creative approaches to decision-making 
and problem solving that will enable them to not 
only live in a multi-faceted world but also actively 
engage and thrive in its citizenship. 


The partnership formed between Trafalgar 

School for Girls and McGill University’s Faculty 

of Education sets the stage for world class 
educational innovation and growth at a time when 
both are needed. While a strong relationship 
between these storied institutions has existed for 
more than a century, we are entering into a new 
collaborative partnership that we refer to as the 
CoLab. That naming intentionally plays on the 
duality of meaning of collaboration in both French 
and English, and also builds on a rich history 

of lab school partnerships between schools and 
universities. Our vision is the creation of a space 
and school where teachers and researchers are 
working together to innovate teaching and learning 
best practices in real time alongside students, with 
each party playing an active role in constructing 
meaningful learning. 
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When people hear the phrase ‘lab school’ they often 
imagine professors in lab coats, clipboards in hand, 
standing behind one-way glass observing students 
and teachers. The CoLab could not be further from 
that image. We envision educators from Trafalgar 
and McGill as the nexus for building connections 
between young people and a diverse plurilingual 
world, fostering educational, economic, and political 
opportunities and democratic agency in the process 
of learning. Fundamental to the innovative approach 
of the CoLab is our understanding that education 

is relational. By this we mean that our approach 
positions each of its members in relation to others, 
to ideas, to society, to the environment, to local and 
global needs and issues, to places and their histories, 
and to oneself. 


At its core, the CoLab is a responsive, integrative 
approach to partnership that places all members on 
equal footing to drive cutting-edge learning that 
enables its members to both respond to and solve 
current and future challenges. When we think of 
innovative practice in education, the Trafalgar- 
McGill CoLab includes the voices and experiences 
of all those working as a learning community to 
enable educators to best meet the increasingly 
diverse needs of all their students. Meaningful 
partnerships like ours enable educators through 
shared leadership and research to grow, adapt, and 
thrive in ever-changing environments which in turn 
better serve the needs of students. 


A Brief Overview of the Differences between 
the CoLab and Traditional Lab School 


TRAFALGAR-MCGILL CO-LAB TRADITIONAL LAB SCHOOL 


DEFINITION 


A school backed by a university department or an institution 
that trains teachers. 


An innovative school-university learning environment that 
challenges educators to collaboratively transform education 
to enable and empower its members in responding to local 
and global challenges. 


FOCUS 
Builds a community-based approach to teaching and Combines education, training and research. Develops and 
learning that draws on the diverse contexts, abilities, and test new approaches. Models best practices 


strengths of Trafalgar teachers and McGill researchers. 
Collaborates with community members to share ideas that 
shape current and future directions through new research, 
knowledge and practices. 


PURPOSE 


Proposes an evidence-based pedagogy. Emphasizes training 
and research that can be applied to public education. 
Creates a forum for teachers to further their knowledge 


Promotes cutting edge innovative approaches to teaching 
and learning that include open access, multidirectional 
research clusters addressing local and global challenges. 


STRUCTURE 
Organizes around thematic, timely, and relevant issues Operates in alignment with a university, college, or teacher 
like critically-engaged teaching and learning that lead to education institution and used for the training of teachers, 
positive social change. Encourages open access to shared educational research, and professional development. 


resources like teaching labs and learning commons that 
advance innovative pedagogy. Acts as a multidirectional 
hub that allows for a ‘learning together’ model driven by 
open access to best practices in educational leadership 
and pedagogy. 


PARTICIPANTS 


Serves to invite and support children, teachers, parents, 
undergraduate and graduate students, and child study. 


Positions all learners and educators —teachers, faculty, 

and students— in relation to others, to ideas, to society, to 
the environment, to local and global needs and issues, to 
places and their histories, and to oneself. Benefits novice and 
experienced educators equally by capitalizing on members’ 
situated knowledge, as well as the knowledge available 
through strong community connections. Fosters effective 
mentorship of novice educators as well to the continued 
professional development of established educators. 


FEATURES 
Responsive & Integrative Pedagogy. Critical Decision-making. Professional development. Classroom-based research and 
Creative Problem solving. Best practices in pedagogy and observation. Teacher Inquiry. Collaborative action research. 


curriculum development. 
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TOMSON HIGHWAY 


On May oth, 2022, students, faculty and guests welcomed Tomson Highway, famed Indigenous 
Canadian playwright, novelist and children's author. He read from the first chapter of his memoir, 
Permanent Astonishment, retelling the incredible story of his birth while travelling by dog sled in 
northern Alberta. His humorous presentation included glimpses into life in untouched northern 
territory. The students were able to ask him questions about his life in the remote territory and in 
residential schools. His visit was made possible through the Blue Metropolis partnership. 


WOMEN OF THE WORLD 


WOW 


As a lead-up to International Women's Day, 
the Traf community spent a week organising 
events like dressing up like a female role model 
and participating in the Shoe Box Project, 
providing supplies for women in need. The 
week ended with the annual WOW event. This 
year’s speakers for Women of the World were 
Dr. Suzanne Vaillancourt and Chantal Damas, 
who discussed the impact of the pandemic on 
their lives as working mothers. Head-girl Olivia 
Wood moderated the event, asking thoughtful 
questions that lead to a spirited discussion. 
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DISCOVERY TOUR 


®Y UBISOFT 


ANCIENT GREECE 


UBISOFT PROJECT 


In an ongoing effort to diversify our learning PhD candidate Chu Xu. The immersive game 
methods and provide exciting new learning allows students to interact with historical 
opportunities, we were thrilled to partner with characters in the game, encouraging them 

the McGill Faculty of Education and Ubisoft as __ to explore and discover the world of Ancient 
part of their Discovery Tour - Ancient Greece Greece. Ubisoft has now made this technology 
game-based learning. Faculty and students available via web browser, which will make it 


provided feedback to a curriculum guide 


much more accessible to students at a variety 


and teaching strategies prepared by McGill of schools. 


EPHROIM 
JABLON 


On May 13th, 2022, the Sec. III, IV and V students 
welcomed Mr. Ephroim Johnny Jablon, a Holocaust 
survivor, who was born in Krakow, Poland, and was 
sent to the Plaszow concentration camp at the age 
of 17. He enraptured students’ and staff’s attention 
by sharing stories of life before the war, the many 
times he came close to losing his life and how he 
managed to survive until the liberation. The students 
were extremely grateful for the time he took to tell 
them stories and answer questions and the school 
thanked him for his visit by making a donation in his 
name to the Montreal Holocaust Museum. 
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FATHER- 
DAUGHTER 


While restrictions kept us from having our annual Father—Daughter breakfast, 

we pivoted to an outdoor event on Mont-Royal, a Father or Significant Role Model/ 
Daughter skating and sledding evening at Beaver Lake— From the fast runs to the 
many laps around the track, everyone had a fabulous time, munching on desserts 
and drinking hot chocolate. This will surely be a new tradition! 
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Trafalgar students and staff had the privilege of 
gathering with Kanienkehaka First Nations Art 
Therapist and 3rd Generation Residential School 
Survivor, Megan Kanerahtenha:wi Whyte and her 
step-daughter Iotsistokwatenion Montour (Sec. II) 
who helped everyone to honour and commemorate 
the first National Day of Truth and Reconciliation. 


TRUTH 


AND RECONCILIATIO 


This solemn day mourns the lost children and 
survivors of Canada’s residential schools, their 
families, and their communities. September 30th 
is also Orange Shirt Day, which recalls the ex- 
perience of Phyllis Webstad, who on her first day 
at a residential school had her new orange shirt 
taken from her, in what has become a symbol of 
the stripping away of culture, freedom and com- 
munity experienced by Indigenous children over 
generations. 


Following a Land Acknowledgement and introduc- 
tion by Ms. Nikidis, Junior and Senior students 
divided into two groups, with Sec. I and IIs going 
to the caf with Iotsistokwatenion, and Sec. III, IV, 
and V staying in the gym with Kanerahtenha:wi. 
They took each group through a series of specially 
designed activities, which helped to explore some 
of the deeper issues behind the day, such as its 
meaning and significance, what happened in resi- 
dential schools, the impact this history had and 
still has on the Native communities around us. and 
how we can make a difference. This helped every- 
one to understand in a very powerful and poignant 
way the strength of connected community, its im- 
portance to children, and what happens when that 
connection is broken and children are cut off from 
their families. 
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AUGUST 30, 2021 

Door fobs! Just one of the many things 
about Orientation Day that help to make 
Traf’s new Sec. | student feel at home here. 


ao 


SOCIAL 
MEDIA 
MASHUP 
@TRAF 


OCTOBER 5, 2021 

Traf is proud to be part of the solution, as 
once again we join in the annual Girls for 
the Cure fundraiser to support @stmarysmtl 
in their efforts to battle women-related 
cancers. #GFC 


OCTOBER 30, 2021 

Thanks to Traf’s Halloween Committee for 
organizing an amazing day, with a scavenger 
hunt, costume contest, candy jar guess, a 
variety of creative booths, and much, much 
more! Everyone was SOOO creative with 
their costumes — winners will be announced 
in Wednesday’s assembly. 
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AUGUST 31, 2021 

Thanks to the amazing volunteers from 
Traf’s Parent Community Network for 
hosting a fabulous Welcome Back Barbecue 
today — what a great way to kick off the 
school year! 


mE 


OCTOBER 21, 2021 
Thank you Bread ; 
and Beyond for : = 
giving our students an opportunity to make 
a real and tangible difference in the lives of 
people right in our community. 


NOVEMBER 12, 2021 
Sec. Ill Science students display their 
digestive system t-shirts. 


SEPTEMBER 18, 2021 
Les éléves de 3e secondaire, dans le cadre 
de leur projet d’année Mon Montréal, ont 
fait une randonnée urbain a partir de I’école 
jusqu’au boulevard St-Laurent pour explorer 
«La Main». Lobjectif était de leur permettre 
de découvrir cette artére importante de 
Montréal et d’en explorer les multiples 
facettes, influencées par les communautés 
culturelles qui y ont établi leurs commerces 
et domiciles dés le début du 19e siécle. 


OCTOBER 29, 2021 
Traf Staff members (aka Lego people) are 
ready for some Hallowe'en fun! 


DECEMBER 10, 2021 

The old adage “the show must go on” was 
very much at the forefront last week when 
our Junior Play took place in front of only 
immediate family following the cancellation 
of the Solstice Celebration of the Arts. 

The cast and crew nonetheless rose to the 
occasion, under the guidance of Ms. Violini, 
to present BETWEENITY by Lindsay Price. 


SOCIAL 


MER 


fen, Tracy, Cyratine 


& Vepeere 


FEBRUARY 2, 2022 

Today at Assembly, our Lunar New Year 
Committee presented some of their 
traditions. They also decorated the Rotunda 
and distributed red envelopes. Happy New 
Year of the Tiger! 


FEBRUARY 23, 2022 
Cette semaine, c’est la semaine du frangais! 
C’est #francofun ! 


MAY 4, 2022 
So many murders! But what really 
happened??? Join us IN PERSON Thursday 
and Friday at 6 pm for our Senior Play! 


FEBRUARY 15, 2022 
This year’s House 


Plays are just a few days away —Chack out 
the House Boards! 


APRIL 8, 2022 
What a day at Traf! The Sec. | class got to 
dance with @gurdeeppandher! 


MAY 21, 2022 

Thank you to everyone who participated 

in our #bemoved event — we cannot 

wait to share with you how much we 

raised for our bursary and scholarship 
program — stay tuned next week for the 
final results! #girlseducation #allgirlsachool 
#makingeducationaccessible. 


FEBRUARY 22, 2022 

It’s Staff Appreciation Week and our PCN 
has decorated the staff lounge in an 
UP-lifting theme! Faculty and staff are 
enjoying many treats provided by the 
parents committee. #trafmakesmehappy 
#girlseducation 


Hearts 


i 

a 

in the ice ra . 
aad | 


APRIL 27, 2022 

What an exciting morning for our Sec. II 
students, who received a visit, in person, 
from Traf Old Girl Sunniva Sorby ’78 & 

her travel partner Hilde Falun Strom, who 
spoke about their 19 months living in a hut 
in the Arctic, conducting citizen research on 
climate change. You can learn more about 
their amazing project here: Hearts in the ice. 


JUNE 14, 2022 

While our students are in exam period, here 
is a look back at a sweet moment from a 
few days ago, when our graduating class, 
dressed in their togas, took a moment 

to hang out in the gym. #girlseducation 
#CongratsGraduates #graduates2022 
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Sarah 
Graham 


‘ 


2022, VALEDICTORY ’ 


ADDRESS 
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in my grade, not 14in my class. 
14 That right there has been one 

of my most commonly used 
phrases when asked about Traf. At first, 
if I am being honest, I hated it. I spent 
the first little while complaining that I 
was “wasting my highschool experience” 
or “not going to have a social life’, but af- 
ter spending the past 5 years here, barring 
my four days at Kuper, I have realized that 
this school has been the greatest gift life 
has given me. 


Good evening faculty, staff, families, the 
student body, and the graduating class! 
I think it is safe to say that it comes as a 
shock to all of us that we made it. We did 
it guys...we graduated! 


It feels like just yesterday we were being 
told seven of the scariest words ever. Any- 


one who doesnt do well with horror block 
your ear because I’m about to say it: “The 
bell doesn't dismiss you, I do”. It is scary, 
I know. So scary you might even think it 
is self explanatory, but youre wrong. This 
class is bright, but when it came to the 
horrors for those seven words, all logic 
went out the window. Whether the teach- 
er was mid sentence or not, as soon as 
that bell went off stuff was packed, and 
we were already running down the stairs 
to get the biggest bake day treat or be first 
in the lunch line. 


However, as weird as it was having a class 
of 14 outrunning Usain Bolt down the hall- 
ways like hooligans, it is what created the 
molds for how we behave today. 14 girls 
going rogue in the school was this class’s 
square one, leaving so much room to 


SARAH GRAHAM 


grow. Spending five years with mainly the 
same 14 girls, with some leaving and join- 
ing us along the way, shout out to all our 
fallen soldiers, forced a certain growth. 
It forced family like relationships and 
it allowed us to get comfortable past the 
imaginable point with each other. It al- 
lowed for failures, successes, questions, 
the expression of big and small emotions, 
and development. 


As Charles Darwin once said, “It is not 
the strongest species that survive, nor 
the most intelligent, but the most respon- 
sive to change”. Trafalgar has given this 
graduating class and all those before and 
after a safe space to change: change how 
they digest knowledge, change opinions, 
change interest, change lunch tables. The 
teachers have done nothing but encour- 
age growth and created the space to do so. 


Class of 2022, we have all changed, wheth- 
er you are aware of it or not: some like 
silent blooming flower gardens and oth- 
ers like a forming hurricane. Even as a 
class we've evolved: I mean think about 
it, now when the bell rings we can at least 
bite our tongues till the sentence is fin- 
ished and then we bolt out. 


Our growth and change is what makes 
life exciting, what teaches us lessons, a 
chance to reevaluate, realize our strengths 
and most importantly, bring us new op- 
portunities. For the Sec. Is that may be 
new sports or clubs, for the Sec. IIs that 
may be trying new option course, for Sec. 
IIs that may be going for a prefect posi- 
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tion, for the Sec. IVs that may be being 
the role models for the school, and to this 
lovely graduating class, I hope it is plen- 
ty of opportunities in every aspect of life 
ahead of us. 


This class has faced countless challenges 
individually and together: a pandemic, too 
many 12 minute runs, some questionable 
subs, five Shakespeare plays, the loss of 
snow days, the planning of our after prom... 
but I truly feel like it has made us clos- 
er and definitely was character building. 
The process we went through to narrow 
it down to Megan's cottage was shocking, 
ask our advisors. 


However, none of us could have gotten 
here today without the help of our parents. 
So to the parents, thank you for everything 
you have done for us. Thank you for driv- 
ing us to get poster supplies at 8pm the 
day before it was due when we chose to 
procrastinate. Thank you for being un- 
derstanding through online school. Thank 
you for encouraging us through the rough- 
er periods of high school. Thank you for 
everything you guys do because we could 
not have made it here without you. A spe- 
cial shout out to Adi’s wonderful mum 
who never failed to bake us the best treats. 
We love you! 


To the staff, thank you for constantly 
pushing us to do better. Thank you for al- 
ways having your doors open if help was 
needed. Thank you teachers for the fun as- 
signments, although I must say, not fully 
thankful for the boring ones but that’s ir- 
relevant. Sec. Is, even if the assignment is 
boring, it is still to be done. 


To the student body, thank you for making 
this school what it is. Thank you for partici- 
pating in all the activities that bring this 
school to life. A special thank you to our 
seniors who never failed to help make the 
locker room reek of feet and ant infested! 


But at the end of the day, thank you to my 
class. We have been through so much to- 
gether. The happy times, the funny ones, 
the occasional angry ones, many covid reg- 
ulations, too many House plays, hundreds 
of unassigned assigned seats, drama, and 
surviving being in a grade of 14. 


So tonight, raise a glass to the class of 
2022. lam going to miss you all like cra- 
zy but I hope that the opportunities and 
experiences that life has to offer you all 
are endless. Continue to change and grow 
through life, for it is how you will all see 
the success that you are all worthy of. 


So to Betsy for always serenading us with 
her lovely voice, to Dara for being our class 
lawyer, to Emma for her rationality, to 
Rhea for repping the height, to Veroni- 
ca with her uncanny amounts of grace, 
to Adi with her funny discord stories, to 
Megan and her wonderful Mr Scruton 
performance, to Emily for always being 
prepared, to Sophie and her wide mu- 
sic taste, to Daisy and being nothing but 
nice after getting slapped in the face with 
a dry erase marker on her first day at Traf, 
to Caroline for always having such won- 
derfully packed lunches, to Olivia our 
fabulous Head girl, and to Maya whose 
hair never fails to look amazing. Thank 
you for making these past five years of 
sports, classes, clubs, and lunches so very 
special to me. This school, and all of you 
girls really have been the greatest gift! 
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CLASS OF 2022 


LIST OF GRADUATES + 
LENGHT ING 


ELIZABETH BAYER Returning to US for Grade 12 

DARA BORDEAU Attending Dawson in Law, Society & Justice 

EMMA CARUSO Attending Vanier for Animal Health Technology 

RHEA DIXON-BROWN Attending Dawson for Commerce 

VERONICA DRUMMOND Attending CCl in Italy for Grade 12 

ADI FELDSTEIN Attending Dawson in Social Sciences 

MEGAN FISHER Attending John Abbott in Sciences 

SARAH GRAHAM Attending LCC for Grade 12 

EMILY HEITNER Attending Vanier for Commerce 

SOPHIE LAXER Attending Dawson in Arts Literature & Communications 
HONGYAN (DAISY) LI Attending Vanier for Computer Science 
CAROLINE WHELAN Attending John Abbott in Visual Arts 

OLIVIA WOOD Attending Marianopolis for Law, Society & Justice (Honours) 
MAYA ZUCKER Attending Dawson for Social Science 


INDUCTION 
DAY 


On June 1, 2022, TOGA Co-Presidents 
Caroline Blakely and Meghann Cundall, 
Class of 1996, welcomed the graduating 
Class of 2022 as the newest members. 
The soon-to-be graduates were shown 
a photo montage of their years at 
Trafalgar and gifted a custom designed 
pewter ornament of Trafalgar School 
made by TOGA member Shaune 
Thompson ’85. 


Dressed in their TOGAs, they counted 
down to the last bell in the rotunda, 
signed their shirts and read letters 
they had written to themselves on 
their first day in Grade 7 at Trafalgar! 
Congratulations to all of the newest 
members of TOGA, we look forward to 
hearing about all their new adventures! 
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HOUSE AWARDS SCHOLARSHIPS 
THE INTERHOUSE SHIELD RossHouse THE BARBARA ARMBRUSTER 
Presented to the House that accumulates SCHOLARSHIP = Tracy Wang 
the most House Points in the year. Awarded in honour of this former principal to the 
top ranking Form | student who does not already 
THE LUCILE ROBERT CUP Lucy Wood (Ross) ‘0! a scholarship. 
Presented to the student in Sec. I-IV with the most 
individual House Points through academics, athletics THE GEORGINA ELOISE FAIRIE 
and school activities. SCHOLARSHIP Lucy Wood 
Awarded in memory of this alumna from the Class 
of 1930 for a positive contribution to the performing 
THE WALKER CUP Ross House 
Presented to the winners of the House Play competition. ee donomietsanaaded 
Donated by the family of Jane Walker Darling 57 and , 
Pamela Bertram Walker ’61. THE JEAN ELIZABETH HARVIE 
SCHOLARSHIP Sophie Ray 
e e Awarded in honour of this former Old Girl, 
teacher and principal to the top ranking Form Il 
student who does not already hold a scholarship. 
ARTS & LANGUAGES AWARDS 
THE BERRY MCKENNA CUP FOR MUSIC Olivia Wood e e 
Presented to a Senior student for participation in 
musical activities and sharing her talents with the school. 
ATHLETICS 
THE BRYAN PRIZE FOR CREATIVE WRITING Betsy Bayer 
Presented in honour of former teacher Ellen K. Bryan PHYSICAL EDUCATION Emma Caruso 
by the Trafalgar Old Girls’ Association. 
THE JUNIOR/INTERMEDIATE e e 


CREATIVE WRITING PRIZE 
Presented by the Trafalgar Old Girls’ Association 
in memory of former teacher Muriel Bedford-Jones ’22. 


Bingjie Cao 


THE DRAMA PRIZE 
Sponsored by Yoko Narahashi ’64 whose 
love of drama began at Trafalgar. 


Megan Fisher 


THE ENGLISH PRIZE Olivia Wood 


THE SEC. V FRENCH PRIZE Not awarded this year 
THE NORTH AMERICAN 
LITERATURE (NAL) PRIZE Rhea Dixon-Brown 
THE RIDOLFI ART AWARD 

Presented to a student for excellence and enthusiasm 

in her artwork in honour of former teacher Hannah Ridolfi. 


Betsy Bayer 
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COMMUNITY SERVICE AWARDS 


THE GIRLS FOR THE CURE SCHOLARSHIP 
Awarded to a Senior student who has 
demonstrated a passion for women’s issues. 


Veronica Drummond 


THE NANCY MANDIGO 

COMMUNITY INVOLVEMENT AWARD 

Awarded in honour of a long-serving teacher to a 
Senior student who is involved in service and 
philanthropic activities, and who, through her example, 
inspires community awareness and action in others. 


Cate Alcorn 


PRIZES 


THE LUCY BOX AWARD Sarah Graham 
Presented for sportsmanship, athletic ability, enthusiasm, 

and cooperation. This award was established by TOGA 

in honour of a former physical education teacher. 


THE ALISON CARMICHAEL-GUITE ’39 PRIZE Annabelle Luedtke 
Awarded to a Trafalgar girl in Form | or II who consistently displays 
integrity, decency and kindness in her dealings with others. 


THE JANETTE C. DOUPE MEDAL Stephanie Li 
Awarded in honour of this former principal to a student who has 
brought honour to the School through an outstanding achievement. 


THE GEOFFREY DOWD AWARD Not Awarded this year 
Awarded in honour of a longstanding Principal to an upper year 
international student who has involved herself in the life of the 

School, thereby promoting intercultural understanding and 

a broader worldview for all Traf girls. 


THE FAIRLEY PRIZE Sarah Graham 
Awarded to a graduating student for consistent integrity, 


THE CUMMING PRIZE Megan Fisher 
Awarded for devotion to work, high academic achievement, a high 
standard of conduct, and contributions to the life of the School. 
Presented by TOGA in memory of former Principal Janet Cumming. 


LIEUTENANT GOVERNOR’S 

BRONZE MEDAL Not Awarded this year 
Presented by the Lieutenant Governor to a student 

who has demonstrated a sustained voluntary action 

at the community and social levels. 


THE JEAN E. HARVIE MEDAL 
Awarded to a Form IV student for participation 
in school activities and high academic achievement. 


Ariela Alperstein 


THE STUDENT LIFE AWARD Rhea Dixon-Brown 
Presented by the School to a graduating student who 

has dedicated herself over her career at Trafalgar to 

spirited participation in student activities and leadership, 

thereby enhancing student life at Trafalgar. 


intelligence and kindness in facing challenges and fulfilling life’s THE TRAFALGAR CUP Olivia Wood 
responsibilities in exemplary fashion. Presented by TOGA in Awarded to the most public spirited of the Senior girls 
memory of former Principal Grace Fairley. who also has maintained a high standard of conduct 

and shown devotion to her work. 
THE FORSYTH CUP Betsy Bayer 
Established by past parents Mr. and Mrs. Lionel A. Forsyth. THE JANE WEDDLE MEMORIAL TROPHY Devan Fage 
Awarded to the Senior girl who has made the most of her Awarded to a Form IV student for courtesy, character, 
opportunities, showing herself friendly and helpful to all. and academic achievement. Originally presented by 

the Trafalgar staff of 1966-1967. 
THE GOVERNORS’ MEDAL Megan Fisher 
Awarded to the girl who has maintained the highest THE JANE WIGHTMAN PRIZE Cate Alcorn 
cumulative academic average throughout her last Awarded in honour of Jane Wightman ’66, former 
two years of high school. teacher and Vice-Principal, for leadership and 

commitment to helping others. 
THE GOVERNOR GENERAL’S MEDAL Megan Fisher 
Awarded to the girl who has maintained the highest 
academic average throughout her final year. 

e 


SOCIAL SCIENCES AND SCIENCE, 


TECHNOLOGY & MATHEMATICS AWARDS 


THE ARMBRUSTER HISTORY CUP 

Presented in honour of former Principal Barbara 
Armbruster to a student who has achieved a high 
academic standard in History. 


Olivia Wood 


THE CHEMISTRY PRIZE Megan Fisher 


THE CONTEMPORARY WORLD SUBJECT PRIZE Olivia Wood 
THE GRANT TECHNOLOGY PRIZE 

Presented in honour of former Business Manager 
Shirley Clark Grant to a student whose interest 

in technology has benefited the school and its students. 


Emily Heitner 


THE GRADE 10 ENVIRONMENTAL 
SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY PRIZE Devan Fage 
THE GRADE 10 HISTORY OF QUEBEC 


AND CANADA Ariela Alperstein 


MATH V CST PRIZE Veronica Drummond 


MATH V SN PRIZE Megan Fisher 


GLOBAL PERSPECTIVES PRIZE Veronica Drummond 


PRIX DE FRANCAIS Dara Bordeau 
THE GABRIELLE TAWFIK PHYSICS PRIZE 
Presented in honour of this former teacher to a 
student who has shown consistent interest and 
enthusiasm in Physics. 


Sarah Graham 


THE PACKER CUP FOR MATHEMATICS Sarah Graham 
Presented to a student for enthusiasm and participation 

in Mathematics. Originally presented by the graduating 

Class of 1987 honouring Principal Shirley Packer. 
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MOVING FORWARD 


TOGETHER 


Dear Traf Community Members, 


Tix ae gehen fed rth gatztide! 


As we look to the future of Trafalgar and its mission 
to transform the education of tomorrow, the 
Advancement Team is honoured to work with, and 
for, the Traf community, including our philanthropic 
partners and our dedicated volunteers. 


It has been an outstanding year of giving. Your 
generosity has and will help to fund the pillars of 
Traf’s future: 


* 21st-century spaces — boldly reimagined to 
optimize learning and teaching; 


« Launch the CoLab— reinventing education for 
the next century; 


+ Increase access and student supports — making 
a Trafalgar education a reality for many more; 
and 


- Invest in pioneering programs and cutting-edge 
research - pedagogy founded on best practices. 


Our bee-themed annual spring fundraiser brought 
us all back together after along stretch of time apart! 
The generosity of the Traf community will resonate 
long into the future and the memories created even 
more so. 


Our Board and Staff Campaigns yielded wonderful 
results with 100% participation by all. Our volunteers, 
Faculty and Staff continually and generously give 
their time and talent to your children’s future and 
the vision to transform education. 
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Join me in welcoming back to the Advancement Team, 
Kelly Carrier, Associate Director of Advancement! We 
are thrilled that Kelly has returned to the fold and she 
is excited to work with all of you again. 


We also welcome Caroline Blakely’96. Caroline wears 
many hats and has offered her time to support the 
Advancement Team. Caroline’s parents are long- 
time supporters of Traf and her daughter, Eloise, is 
excited to attend Traf this year and we are so happy 
for her as our connection to this family continues. 


Thank you for your generous contributions and we 
look forward to a year of excitement as Traf prepares 
for its future! 


Kim Cavener, Director of Advancement 


A MESSAGE FROM 


THE TOGA CO-PRESIDENTS 


Dear TOGA members, 


We want to thank all of you for your continued commitment in supporting 
Trafalgar School for Girls. This year, despite the uncertain times, TOGA 
members rallied and raised record amounts for our bursary program. From the 
raffle to the Christmas ornaments, from the capital campaign to the class gifts, 
Trafalgar alumnz have again made it possible for even more young women to 
attend our school. 


TOGA members also showed their support for Traf by speaking at Career 
Day, attending the Trafalgar Ross Lecture and as judges for House Plays. We 
connected with you on Facebook, LinkedIn and Instagram and we are happy 
that so many of you contributed updates to this edition of Victory magazine. 
Trafalgar grads continue to blaze new trails and to lead by example, and we 
hope you enjoy reading about what your friends and classmates have been up to. 


After months of lockdowns where we had to switch to virtual or small in- 
person reunions, TOGA members still came out strong to support Trafalgar 
and to learn all about the Be Moved capital campaign. We were glad to see 
so many of you on Zoom but we are thrilled to tell you that this year, we will 
be bringing the reunions to you! We look forward to reconnecting with TOGA 
members in various cities like Toronto, Ottawa, Vancouver, New York and 
obviously Montreal! 


Stay tuned to find out when a reunion will happen in your area and get ready 
to reminisce together and find out all about what is happening next with Traf. 


We look forward to celebrating many more milestones with you and welcoming 
you back to the school before we move. There will be many classes celebrating 
milestone years and we are excited to welcome you back to the school once again! 


Thank you again for all your tremendous support which continues to help 
strengthen our ties to Trafalgar, its future, and to each other. 


Sincerely, 


Caroline Blakely ’96 and Meghann Cundall ’96 
TOGA Co-Presidents 


THANK YOU to our 
Directors for their 
hard work with TOGA. 
They have all had a 
hand in making this 
year a huge success! 


Co-Presidents & 
Board of Governors 
Representatives 
Caroline Blakely ’96 
Meghann Cundall ’96 


Vice-President 
Marleigh Greaney ’92 


Board of Governors 
Representatives 
Christina Nacos ’85 
Aislinn Mosher ’83 


Secretary 
Lee MacNeil 12 


Directors 

Olivia Bruzzese 13 

Tara Cope Wright ’87 
Andrea Engels ’97 
Sophia Harman-Heath 15 
Nicole Frankel 18 
Sabrina Sandy 18 
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MOVING FORWARD TOGETHER 


40th Annual Trafalgar Ross Lecture 


Kassandra Churcher 


A fully engaged audience of students, 
faculty, staff, and TOGA leaders had 
the pleasure of watching the school’s 
40th Trafalgar—Ross speaker in person 
on October 22nd, while other alumnz 
and community members joined the 
event online. 


This year’s speaker, Kassandra Churcher, 
graduated from Trafalgar in 1995, 
following what she describes as “the best 
years of my life, because Traf provided 
a safe space for growing and learning.” 
Since graduating, she has been deeply 
involved in helping other women to “move 
through the world without fear.” 


Through her work as a leader at organi- 
sations such as Post-Secondary Education 
services for the Inuit in Nunavut and 
the Canadian Association of Elizabeth 


BARAKA 
POINT 
RAFFLE 
RAISED 
$16,750 
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Fry Societies, she has dedicated herself 
to partnering with and advocating 
for Indigenous communities and 
disadvantaged women. 


She would be the first to acknowledge 
that she isn’t doing it alone: she made it 
very clear that she and others are standing 


on the shoulders of those feminists 
and other change-makers who went 
before them. Throughout her talk, she 
touched on the myriad ways in which 
individual experiences — including her 
own — intersect with these historical 
movements. 


Attentive to the needs of her audience, 
Kassandra peppered her talk with 
personal anecdotes and provided practical 
tools for reflective thinking that will allow 
for critical dialogue. She advised listeners 
to “call in with respect, compassion, and 
humility, and with the grace to fail.” 


Her responses to the many thoughtful 
questions from students that followed 
provided invaluable guidance to young 
women who truly want to make a 
difference. Many thanks to her, and to 
everyone that played a role in making this 
year’s Lecture such a resounding success. 


The Baraka Point Raffle raised a total of $16,750 for the school’s 
bursary fund! The raffle prize was generously donated by 
Jennifer and Jackie Bogdany ’96 — a stay at a prestigious villa 
(Baraka Point) in the British Virgin Islands. The winner of the 
raffle was Old Girl Amanda Liste ’96, who thoroughly enjoyed 
her vacation this fall! A huge thank you to all our Traf and TOGA 
members who generously supported the raffle. 


EVENT HIGHLIGHTS 


BeMoved Spring Gala 


Our Trafalgar Community joined forces to help 
support the Bursary and Scholarship Program. 
Following a long sojourn, where in-person events 
were kept at bay, 250 guests were finally able to 
come together in a very meaningful way. 


The joy everyone had together in creating an 
atmosphere of light, music and laughter brought 
about a sense of belonging and connectedness 
that we had all missed! 


As Co-Chair of the Be Moved Spring Fundraiser, 

I was honoured to watch the creativity unfold 

and all of our past and present parents, board 
members, faculty and staff, students and friends 
of Traf devote precious time and energy - and give 
with such generosity. 


It was an absolute pleasure to work towards a 
common goal together to generate financial aid 
for our students in need. 


With profound gratitude to all who devoted their 
time and energy to making this annual event a 
great success. 


Let’s do it again! 


Shelley Hayes ’89 and parent of Finlay (Sec. II) 


Over 250 people from all spheres of our community attended our 
BeMoved event: current and past families, students and alumni, faculty 
and staff, donors and supporters. 


The spirit of the evening was truly a testament to our community and 
its dedication to our students and our future. Between the live and 
silent auctions and raffle, we raised over $50k for the evening; but, with 
food, beverage and auction item donations, the event represented over 
$100k in donations to Trafalgar! A special thank you to our generous 
event sponsor, Enterprise Holdings Ltd. 
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Sophie Hillcoat 16 


Sophie Hillcoat is in her final year of an 
undergraduate co-operative degree in Mechatronics 
Engineering, concurrently working towards an 
Accelerated Masters at the University of Waterloo. 
Pursuing her passion in aerospace engineering, she 
got an NSERC grant this past summer to conduct 
research on a cooling method for use in rocket 
engines. She is also in the process of obtaining her 
private pilot’s licence in her free time. 


Sophie attributes much of her drive and self- 
assurance to her time at Trafalgar, citing the 
supportive and welcoming community that 
encouraged and helped foster her love of learning. 
She credits her teachers for going above and beyond 
to provide resources to answer her many questions 
and satisfy her curiosity about astrophysics. She 
firmly believes Trafalgar’s unique environment gave 
her the tools and confidence she needs to pave her 
own way in the male-dominated field of STEM. 
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Alex Hillcoat '16 


After graduating as valedictorian of Concordia 
University’s Faculty of Arts and Science, Alexandra 
Hillcoat is working towards her Master’s degree in 
Psychiatric Epidemiology at the Harvard T.H. Chan 
School of Public Health. Currently, her research 
focuses on the intersection between mental and 
reproductive health, particularly in terms of the 
impact of traumatic events. Her goal is to ultimately 
expand our current understanding of the mental 
health consequences of bereavement in adolescence. 


She believes that Traf’s supportive and collaborative 
environment was key to getting her to where she is 
today. Not only did her teachers and peers give her 
the tools she needed to push past uncertainty and 
self-doubt, but they also instilled in her a philosophy 
that continues to guide her research: she learned 

to work with, rather than against, her peers, and 

to broaden her focus from the grade on her next 
assignment to the potential impact of her work on the 
world around her. 


Maya Hillcoat ’20 


Maya is a student at Victoria College at the University 
of Toronto with plans to major in Peace, Conflict, 

and Justice, and minor in International Relations 

and French. As an avid Model UN participant who 

got her start at Traf, she is so excited to continue her 
studies in this field, exploring and understanding 

the wide range of issues present in our global society 
and the ways in which we can meet these challenges 
head-on. She is currently part of the Annesley Hall 
residence, an all-female residence located in a historic 
building, whose architecture and community feel is 
reminiscent of Traf’s own vibrant family. At Annesley, 
she is the floor council’s president, with the role of 
encouraging friendships and connections across the 
floor through planning various social events with the 
rest of the council. As someone who grew up being 
nurtured and supported by the Traf community, she is 
hoping to pass on more of that warm and welcoming 
energy to the other people in her residence. 


TOGA DISTINGUISHE 


ALUMNA 


LORI-ANN SENECAL ’81 


has been selected as our 2021 Distinguished Alumna. 


a 4 
. 


JOINING THE RANKS OF OUR OTHER 


Distinguished Alumne, Lori is a role model and inspiration 
to others; embodies courage to break new ground and reach 
for her full potential; is seen by others to have demonstrated 
excellence and/or has distinguished herself in her chosen 
field; has made a difference in the lives of others; has 
contributed to her local or the global community; and has 
demonstrated leadership through her vision or acceptance of 
responsibility. 


Following in the footsteps of her older sister, Susan Senecal 
’76, named 2019 Distinguished Alumna, Lori has been 
selected as our 2021 Distinguished Alumna. During her time 
at Traf, she was part of the Echoes (yearbook) production 
team and held the role of Activities Editor and was an 
enthusiastic gymnast. Today, Lori shares that throughout 


her career she has been inspired by the awesome power of 
creativity and innovation to drive radical transformation 
and growth. As a global leader who has counselled 
multinationals across a broad spectrum of industries, she 
has helped executive teams and organizations mobilize 
around courageous visions to reinvent entire categories 
and industries, to create extraordinary business value. As 
a Global CEO she has put these same principles into action 
to create dynamic, talent-focused cultures and inventive 
business models to shape unique, world-class companies. 


In 2017— She was awarded with Fast Company Most 
Creative people in business; AdWeek Power List: Top 100 
Leaders in Media, Marketing and Tech; and named one of 
the Top 20 Women in Marketing. 


TRAFALGAR ROSS LECTURE 2022 


We were thrilled to welcome back Sheryl Stotland’85 

and Ellen Shustik ’96, under the topic of ‘Democracy and 
Girls’ Education’. Sheryl’s presentation detailed how a 
conversation at her 20th reunion led her and some of 

her Trafalgar classmates to start an organization to help 
girls worldwide, For Girls Sake. From an initial one-week, 
$6000 fundraiser, they have been able to help make real, 
measurable differences in the lives of girls around the world 
through scholarships and on-the-ground partnerships. 
When her life took her to live in Qatar, she was able to travel 


and visit many of their projects in person. Her training as 
a social worker has most recently been put to real use in 
programs with Afghan refugee children in Doha. 


Ellen’s career path has taken her worldwide as well, as an 
election observer in some of the many groundbreaking 
elections of the last two decades, including Kosovo, Egypt, 
Ukraine and more. She has been a policy advisor to many 
politicians in Canada and abroad, including former British 
Prime Minister Tony Blair. Now living in London, she 

is responsible for a foundation helping strengthen girls’ 
self-confidence. 


The event ended with the Trafalgar Old Girls Association 
Co-Presidents, Meghann Cundall and Caroline Blakely, 
Class of ‘96, presenting both Trafalgar-Ross Lecturers with 
the Distinguished Alumnz award. This was the first time 
the award was given to two people and the first time the 
Lecturer was given the award the same year. 
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LEADERSHIP BRIEFINGS AND 
REUNIONS THROUGH COVID TIMES 


We hosted several Leadership Briefings 
with various decades gathering both 
online and in-person to learn more 
about the Be Moved Capital Campaign, 
the CoLab project with McGill 
University, and about the upcoming 
relocation to Purvis Hall on McGill's 
campus. The Leadership Briefings felt 
like mini reunions as they were also 
attended by past staff and teachers. 

It was great to see so many familiar 
faces and meet some of the most recent 
TOGA members. We look forward to 
seeing more of you at future events. 


SCREEN SHOT OF SOME OF THE 65 PARTICIPANTS AT OUR 90’S LEADERSHIP BRIEFING HOSTED BY TOGA 
CO-PRESIDENTS, CAROLINE BLAKELY ’96 AND MEGHANN CUNDALL ’96 


TRAF CAREER DAY 


TOGA welcomed back eight alumnz to participate in this 
year’s activity. The theme of this Career Day was Adapting 
to Change and consisted of two virtual panel discussions. 
Our speakers, who all work in diverse fields, spoke to the 
secondary students about how they have had to adapt to = CATLIN PRENDERGAST 04 
change in their jobs, career paths and how their Trafalgar 
education helped them build skills that have led them to 
success in their careers. We are extremely grateful to our 
panelists for their participation. 


MICHELLE AIKMAN 
CARTER ’08 


SIMONE ADES ’09 


KATHERIN WAGNER '09 


r Ie 
& 


SONIA HAPLERN-BAZAR ’07 


MELISSA CORE-GUNN ’03 


ABRA WENZEL ’09 
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TOGA CLASS OF 2017 
HOUSE PLAYS 


Past House Heads from the Class of 2017 were 
thrilled to be asked back to be the judges for 

this year’s House Plays. The theme was “Wild 
Adventure” and Ross House won with their 

play “Viva Ross Vegas” which was about a field 
trip gone awry! With Barclay’s Survivor spoof, 
Cumming’s ocean adventure, Donald’s space 
adventure and Fairley’s Volcano field trip, the 
judges and audience were treated to some stellar 
performances! A big thank you to our judges: 
Saffron Tellier ’17, Julia Rochford ’17, Inuya 
Schultz ’17, Cecelia Lopez ’17 and Brooke Beloff’17. 


TOGA ENGAGEMENT 


TOGA was thrilled to participate in this 

year’s Open House; our first in-person ‘a 
event since the pandemic! As any 
Trafite knows, there is a feeling you get 
when you walk through the halls of this 
school and you can just feel the energy 
and excitement. The event was a huge 
success with many families registering 
for personalized tours of the school. 
The students created display boards ; 
and eagerly spoke about all the extra- al she” ss Robotics & 
curricular activities and academics that , a Coding Club 
Trafalgar offers. ntine’s ae 


imittee 
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HEARTS 
AND ICE <=. 
WITH | 


ENVIRONMENT AND 
SUSTAINABILITY 


In April 2022, the Sec. Ill students welcomed 
Old girl Sunniva Sorby ’78 and her travel partner 
Hilde Falun Strom who had previously ‘visited’ 
the school via video link from their post in 
the Arctic. 


Hilde and Sunniva first met in 2014 while 
participating in an expedition to the South 


Pole. They quickly discovered their shared 
passion for the outdoors and the environment, 
and decided to embark on a new adventure 
together. In 2019, they arrived at the remote 
trapper’s cabin, located on the coast of the 
Svalbard archipelago, which is halfway between 
mainland Norway and the North Pole. The cabin 
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had no running water, no electricity, and no internet 
access, making it the perfect location for their project. 


These two powerful women explorers have dedicated their 
lives to studying and preserving the Arctic environment. As 
citizen scientists, they spent more than a year conducting 
scientific research and raising awareness about the impacts 
of climate change. Their project, called Hearts in the Ice, 
has gained worldwide attention and was followed closely 
by schools around the world, including right here at Traf. 


During their visit, they told the students about their 
exercise routine inside the tiny cabin, and about protecting 
themselves and their food supply from polar bears. The 
students were most interested in hearing about Ettra, 
their Malamute/Husky mix and constant partner during 
their stay. 


Their mission was simple: to collect data on climate 
change and its impact on the Arctic environment, and 
to share their findings with the world. They set up a 
weather station to collect data on temperature, wind, 
and precipitation, and monitored the local wildlife, 
including polar bears, Arctic foxes, and walruses. They 
also conducted experiments on ocean acidification and 
microplastic pollution, and collaborated with scientists 
from around the world to analyze their findings. 


Hilde and Sunniva used social media to document their 
daily life in the cabin, sharing stories and photos of their 
adventures and the wildlife they encountered. They also 
hosted virtual events and webinars, inviting scientists, 
artists, and activists to join them in discussions about 
climate change and its impact on the Arctic. Their story 
is being made into adocumentary that we very much look 
forward to sharing with the Traf community. 


During their visit here at Traf, TOGA Co-President Caroline 
Blakely officially made Hilde an honorary Old Girl to 
recognise the close bond she has with Sunniva and the 
time they have devoted to sharing their experiences with 
our school community. 
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OLES 


ULM 


AND News 


~ 1960s ~ 


ERIKA WAIN DECKER ’64 resides in Southern California. 
This Canadian author has tapped into her diversified 
background as former owner of Erika Wain Talent Agency 
(actors/writers), Patt-Wain Designer Graphics, and as an 
exhibiting painter on the international circuit (LoonArtHouse. 
com). She currently co-partners a commercial beekeeping 
company, Klausesbees LLC. These experiences have fueled 


her character-driven plot lines with books ranging from a 
non-fiction beekeeper’s personal diary to the fictional world 
of Young Teen Adventure (series), and Coming of Age, Adult 
Genre Mystery, Contemporary Gothic markets as well as a 
book of street Poetry. The book settings are Montreal and 
Quebec, Switzerland and France and New York. E. Wain 
Decker is an alumneze of UCLA. 


~ 1970s ~ 


SALLY WYATT ’75 Sally Wyatt only spent one year at Traf, in 1974-75, but she still says it 
was the best school she ever attended. She went to many, as her parents moved so much. 
But after finishing Grade 13 in Toronto in 1976, she headed back to Montreal to study at 
McGill. After many more moves, Sally is now Professor of Digital Cultures at Maastricht 
University in the Netherlands. A few years ago, together with colleagues, she set up a new 
BA programme called 'Digital Society’. It is a very interdisciplinary degree, bringing together 
history, philosophy, political science, media studies and sociology. We need input from them 
all to understand the challenges facing society. More information about the programme here: 
Digital Society | Maastricht University, and about Sally, here: Sally Wyatt - more than 30 years 
Experience Teaching and Research. 


ANNE WOOD ’76 assures us that she has done nothing, 
been nowhere, seen nobody since March 2020. However, 
back in 2019 she had written, “I’m on a little trip, mostly 

based out of Kathmandu but travelling around the region 

for a few months.” Anne used to backpack solo around the 
world before legitimizing her wanderlust with a career in 
humanitarian aid. Now retired, Anne set off to again backpack 
on the cheap and off the beaten path “before it was too late”. 
Anne “went skiing at Gulmarg in Kashmir. | rode boats and 
buses, trains and bicycles around Bangladesh (not a popular 
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tourist destination). | ate momos in Kathmandu and hiked 
around Nepal. | stayed in Lhasa (Tibet) before travelling 

by speeding bullet train to Shanghai and Beijing. Enjoyed 

the cuisine and the views in Hong Kong. Had a wonderful 
time even as “before-it’s-too-late” took on new meaning: a 
lament for Tibetan religion, language, culture and identity, 
or for fragile ecosystems like the Sunderbans (world’s largest 
mangrove forest, in southwestern Bangladesh), all being 
systematically destroyed.” More trips are planned once air 
travel normalizes. 


TRINA HILL, CLASS OF ’77 After graduating from 
Concordia University in 1983 with a BA Applied Social 
Sciences (Minor in Psychology) | went to California for 
graduate school, first an MA in Marriage and Family Therapy 
in 1985 and then a PhD in Clinical Psychology in 1990. One 
specialty at that time was the integration of psychology and 
theology in my studies and my resulting private practice. 
Along the way, | met and married my husband Mitchell, also 
a psychologist, and we have one perfect daughter, now 30 
years of age. | ended up staying in California as a result for 
33 years, seeing children, adolescents, families, couples and 
adults in outpatient psychotherapy, and providing supervision 
for a faith-based nonprofit counselling agency on the side and 
doing some teaching at the graduate level. 


At the age of 55 (2016), | decided to move back to Canada to 
be closer to my family of origin, since my parents, brothers, 
and everyone else along with myself, were ageing and | 
wanted to “semi retire”. | dragged my husband back to 
Canada with me, although alas! my daughter stayed behind 
(but at least now is living in NYC, a little closer.) We now all 
live in Kitchener, Ontario. | started all over in my profession, 
joining a large group practice where | continue to provide 
clinical supervision, mentorship and training as well as seeing 
a full caseload of private clients, now specialising in treating 
trauma, and providing consultation to other professionals 
treating trauma. | was privileged to be asked to join the faculty 
of McMaster Divinity College in Hamilton, Ontario three years 


=. 


<4 


MY HUSBAND, DAUGHTER AND MYSELF, OUTSIDE OUR HOME IN KITCHENER, 

LAST YEAR. 

ago to help in educating ministers and pastoral counsellors 

in psychology and counselling related topics, and thus have 
come full circle being able to apply the integration of theology 
and psychology in an academic setting. And of course, “semi 
retirement”, especially after the pandemic, is a myth and I’m 
working more than | ever have before! 


| credit Trafalgar with giving me the rigorous writing and 
language skills that have been supported by professional 
activities, and encouraging in earlier years the spirituality that 
has remained the central focus in my life in later years. | am 
grateful to all the teaching staff in the 70’s that contributed 

to my excellent educational foundation that allowed me 

to pursue my vision and use my talents. | would love to 
reconnect with any from the Class of 77! 


ANN LAMBERT ’74 Ann’s first novel, The Birds That Stay 
was published in 2019 and was a finalist for the Concordia 
Best First Book Prize that same year. Her second book in the 
series, The Dogs of Winter, was published in the fall of 2020, 
and was a finalist for the Canadian Crime Writers Award of 
Excellence. Both books were released as audiobooks in the 
fall of 2020, narrated by Ann herself. The Dogs of Winter won 
an Audiophile Award in 2021. Her third novel, Whale Fall, will 
be published in September 2022. Ann has also written over 20 
plays for the stage and radio over forty years in the theatre. 
Several of her plays, including The Wall, Self Offense, Parallel 
Lines, Very Heaven, The Mary Project, Force of Circumstance 
and Two Short Women have been performed in Canada, the 
United States, Europe and Australia. In Montreal, she has 
worked with The Centaur Theatre, Infinitheatre, Mainline 
Theatre, and Right Now! the company she co-founded with 
Laura Mitchell. She just retired after 30 years of teaching 


English Literature at Dawson College where she wrote, 
directed and produced over a dozen shows with The Dawson 
Theatre Collective. Ann, along with Alice Abracen, Laura 
Mitchell and Danielle Szydlowski is the co-founder of Theatre 
Ouest End in which was launched in the spring of 2019. It is 
dedicated to producing new work that brings together an 
intergenerational and diverse community of both emerging 
and experienced theatre artists. Ann is the former head of 
The Playwriting Program at the National Theatre School 

of Canada. Ann is also the vice-president of The Theresa 
Foundation, dedicated to supporting AlDS-orphaned children 
and their grandmothers, the education of Malawian girls, and 
alleviating food insecurity in several villages in Malawi, Africa. 
Ann lives in Montreal and Ste. Lucie des Laurentides with her 
husband David and their dog, Lucy. They are lucky to have 
both their children still living in Montreal—her daughter, Alice, 
is a playwright, librettist and a video game writer. Her son, 
Isaac, is a high school social sciences and French teacher. 
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NORTH SHORE PHOTOGRAPHER WINS NATIONAL AWARD 


KATHRYN KREDL MCGARVEY ’77, a long-time 
resident of North Vancouver and a member of the 
North Shore Photographic Society has placed first in 
a national photography competition for her “Space 
Traveller” photo. The photograph was chosen to 


ul 


WI 


a 


represent Canada in an international photography 
competition where it also won an honourable 
mention. More recently, her photograph “Destination 
Unknown”, won an honourable mention in a bigger 
international competition. 


~ 1980s ~ 


SHERYL LUDWICK-STOTLAND ’85 In August 2014, after 
living in the green mountains of Vermont for 17 years, Sheryl, 
her husband Mitch, and their 4 children moved to Doha, Qatar 
in the Middle East. The proximity to India and Africa made 

it easy for Sheryl to travel to Tanzania, New Delhi, Mumbai, 
Bangalore, and Kolkata to visit Forgirlsake partner projects. 

In August of 2021, when the Taliban claimed power in 
Afghanistan, over 50,000 refugees fled to Qatar. There was no 
travel needed in order to help out. In early September, Sheryl 
started working with the Afghan refugee children. Using 
flexible, age-appropriate educational programs supported by 
donations to Forgirlsake, Sheryl was able to provide access 

to education for thousands of children. “In October of 2005, 
the Trafalgar class of 1985 celebrated their 20th reunion. 
Shortly after the reunion classmates Patrizia Cappelli, Linda 
Kessler, Leslie Kaufman, Sheryl Ludwick-Stotland, Andrea 
Mandel-Campbell, Michele Mani, Jessica Mosher, Christina 
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Nacos, Vivian Sallai, Anne Tinsley, and Stephanie Zelman 

got together on another collaboration- to help others. With 
first-hand knowledge of the power of girls' education, they 
founded Forgirlsake. The organisation's mission is to support, 
educate, and empower girls in need. In the past 17 years, 
Forgirlsake has worked to educate girls in Uganda, Kenya, 
Tanzania, Ghana, Peru, India, Qatar, and Afghanistan. Do you 
want to learn more about Forgirlsake- check out our website 
Forgirlsake.org. 


JOANNA GOODMAN ’86 Joanna’s latest novel The 
Forgotten Daughter, was published in fall 2020. Joanna, also 
authored The Home for Unwanted Girls, and was the Trafalgar 
Ross Lecturer in 2018. At the time of this publication, Joanna 
was in Paris, completing her upcoming novel, set for release 
in 2023. 


SHAUNE THOMPSON ’85 | am a self-taught photographer born and raised in Montreal, 
Quebec. | have been working out of my studio in St-Henri since 1994. Throughout my 35 
years in the print and graphic design industry, photography was an additional skill | acquired 
to complete many projects including product photography, fashion, and corporate events. 


~ 1980s ~ 


Today my true inspiration is cityscape and landscape photography. 


For three years in a row, my landscape images were selected by Canadian Geographic for 
their 2020, 2021 and 2022 calendars. My works are held in private collections throughout 
Canada, the US and Europe. My photography has been shown in solo and group exhibitions 


in Montreal. 


Over the past few years, | started incorporating my photography into my printing business 
by creating a line of greeting cards, note cards and calendars featuring my photographs for 
use by my clients. | am currently in the process of producing a souvenir gift line including 
products such as pewter ornaments, key chains, coasters, cards and mugs based on my 
photographs of iconic Montreal landmarks. 


JANICE KUBOW ‘89 
Gave birth to a beautiful 
baby girl Michalina Jane 
“Mika” in Los Angeles on 
August 7, 2021. 


JENNIFER MOROZ ’90 (Traf’s 2017 
Distinguished Alumna and Traf-Ross 
Speaker, along with Carolyn Taylor ’90) 
is former Executive Producer of The 
Current with Anna Maria Tremonti, 

q with Tom Power, and of Program 
Development for CBC News, where she 
led the launch of Front Burner, CBC’s 
daily news podcast. She is currently an 
independent consultant who works with 
clients looking to launch new podcasts 
and programs and build teams and 
cultures to support them. 


REBECCA SINCLAIR-SMITH ’93 
and daughter Madeleine Brouillette 
(current student) were greeted in the 
Traf Uniform Shop last Fall by volunteer 
and Traf mom JENNIFER ANKCORN 
*93 whose daughter Cate Alcorn was 
also starting at Traf. Cate’s sister, EMMA 
ALCORN ’21 is also a Traf alumna. 


~ 1990s ~ 


CAROLYN TAYLOR ’90 (RIGHT) JENNIFER MOROZ ’90 
(LEFT) BOTH RECEIVING THE DISTINGUISHED ALUMNA 
AWARD. 


CAROLYN TAYLOR ’90 (Traf’s 2017 
Distinguished Alumna and Traf-Ross 
Speaker, along with Jennifer Moroz ’90) 
may have been ona TV or laptop in your 
home recently either as the co-host of 
The Great Canadian Baking Show or as 
one of the many colourful characters 

on the Baroness von Sketch Show. As 
co-creator and showrunner of BVSS, 
Carolyn and crew picked up Canadian 
Screen Awards in every season. All good 
things must come to an end, however: 
the final season aired in Fall 2020. 


SILKE BRABANDER ’93 was named Associate Director of the Muriel McQueen 
Fergusson Centre for Family Violence Research (MMFC) at the University of New 
Brunswick where she earned a BA in International Development Studies & Spanish, 
and a MA in Political Science. Prior to this position, Silke worked at the Women’s 
Equality Branch, Executive Council Office of the Government of New Brunswick. 
There she was “a senior advisor on the implementation of pay equity and the 
program advisor on violence against women. As coordinator of the provincial Love 
Shouldn’t Hurt campaign, Ms. Brabander helped to raise awareness about intimate 
partner violence (IPV) and its gendered nature.” 
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USHANA HOUSTON 793, Director of the 
nonprofit O3, was featured in The Gazette for 

the work they do and for raising over $90,000 

for On Our Own, a community organization in 
Notre-Dame-de-Grace working to help young 
parents— single mothers mostly — and their 
children to thrive. Most come from backgrounds in 


which poverty or trauma or both have played a part. 


On Our Own, or O3, is about breaking that cycle. 


$88,434! 


PHOTO COURTESY OF THE MONTREAL GAZETTE LES MAISONS 
TRANSITIONNELLES O3 ON OUR OWN 


SHANNON WILLCOCKS 795 a Montreal 
Skyscraper to raise money for the Make a Wish 
Foundation! 


LISA LEFEBVRE ’96 just celebrated 15 years 

in the Faculty of Medicine at the University of 
Toronto. In her role as Associate Medical Director 
of the Ontario Medical Association Physician 
Health Program and as Medical Director and 
Founder of SummitIME, she practices Addiction 
Medicine with a focus on the treatment of 
healthcare professionals. Lisa is also the proud 
mum of 13 year old Gwen and 11 year old Evan and 
is happiest when snowboarding or hiking with 
them and her husband near the family cottage near 
Collingwood on Georgian Bay. She would love to 
hear from any classmates who may happen to visit 
the area! 
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~ 1990s ~ 


ROBIN SIOBBHAN MCKENNA ’93 was nominated for a Directors 
Guild of Canada Award for her documentary film GIFT. “Inspired by 
Lewis Hyde’s beloved classic The Gift: Creativity and the Artist in the 
Modern World, GIFT is a tribute to something that can’t be measured 

or counted, bought or sold. An intimate exploration of real-life gift 
economies, it’s a reflection on the creative process, the reasons we 
labour in service of our gifts, and a celebration of the imagination.” A.O. 
Scott, Chief Film Critic at the New York Times called it “more precious 
than money”. Most recently, Robin played a part in the epic Netflix series 
How to Change Your Mind, inspired by the groundbreaking book by 
Michael Pollan. In 2019, Robin spent time camping in the desert Medicine 
Gardens of West Texas, helping capture the story of the Indigenous 
Peyote Conservation Initiative and direct/collaborate on a short film 
about their amazing work. Now her footage (including some of her 
interviews) has been featured throughout the 4th episode of the series. 


JENNIFER ANKCORN ’93 shares that her eldest daughter, Emma 
Alcorn, graduated with the Class of 2021, while her younger daughter 
Cate will graduate in 2024. 


JOANNE PHOTIADES-VELLOPOULOS ’94 writes that she has “the 
incredible opportunity to pay it forward to Dr. Lucy Gilbert, the doctor 
who saved my life, and co-chair her $2 million capital campaign (with Old 
Girl Micol Haimson ’92) to bring her test to clinical trial and change the 
outcomes of ovarian cancer. This test will do for ovarian cancer what the 
Pap smear did for cervical cancer.” 


KAREN TAM 795 has been having a busy few years! Early in 2022, 
she was awarded the Prix Giverny Capital 2021 by Fondation Giverny 
pour l’art contemporain and was included in Manif d’art 10, La Biennale 
de Québec at the Musée national des beaux-arts du Québec. Her 

solo exhibition, Les enfants des brigands, curated by Ariane de Blois 
opened this September. Since 2021, Karen has been the Adjunct 
Curator for Griffin Art Projects in North Vancouver where she curated 
the “Whose Chinatown? Examining Chinatown Gazes in Art, Archives, 
and Collections”. In 2021, Karen was commissioned by Quartier des 
spectacles to create a public artwork Arbre a souhaits, and Place 

des souhaits, a public space in Montreal Chinatown, in collaboration 
with Jean de Lessard. She was also commissioned by L’Oréal Canada 
to create drawings for their 2020 and 2021 Lunar New Year Limited 
Edition packaging. In addition to all this, Karen is currently the McCord 
Museum's artist-in-residence and is planning a solo exhibition there from 
February-August 2023. 


~ 1990s ~ 


TYLER BALL ’96 is putting her BA and MA in 
Applied Sciences (Engineering Chemistry; Civil 
Water Treatment) to good use. She is currently 
working to finish building a mine water treatment 
plant in northern Quebec. A dream project for 
her! Over the years, she has built and nurtured a 
construction management team, all with the goal 
of treating the massive water flows leaving the 
mine site. Tyler is eagerly anticipating the start of 
her next project, and all that lies ahead. Tyler lives 
in Lachine with her husband and three children. 


LAURA BLAIR ’98 Laura 
Blair lives in Ottawa with 
her partner of 17 years, 
Lucas, and their 5 year old 
son, Jack. They recently 
purchased a home in Little 
Italy and adopted a miniature 
Australian shepherd rescue 
from Kentucky named 
Beans. Laura has been 
working at CARE Canada 
for close to 10 years as the 
Director of Program Design 
and Development. CARE 
works around the world to 
save lives, defeat poverty, 
and achieve social justice. 
CARE puts women and 
girls in the centre because 
“we know that we cannot 
overcome poverty until all 
people have equal rights and 
opportunities”. 


KELLY TONKIN 797 writes that life is fun these 
days with children Jack, born in October 2016, and 
his little sister Cora Elizabeth, born October 2018. 


ANDREA ENGELS 797 shared the exciting news 
of her summer 2022 marriage to Neil Hazan. It was 
an intimate backyard ceremony. Andrea and Neil, 
along with Andrea’s daughter Louisa (born in May 
2019) and Neil’s son Ezra now live in NDG. Andrea 
also recently started out on her own full-time as an 
executive coach and career consultant. 


AMANDA LISTE 796 will be starting 
her 5th year as the Director of the 
Elementary School at The Study, in 
Montreal. Prior to that she was part of 
the Lester B. Pearson School Board for 
14 years at Beurling Academy, teaching 
FSL (French as a Second Language), 
coaching basketball and coordinating 
the International Baccalaureate 
Program. Amanda has two children, 
Luka, 10 and Aurora 2. 


STEPHANIE BELMER ’97 and 
husband Aaron welcomed Olya Lowen 
Belmer to the family on July 11th, 2020. 


ANJALI NAYAR ’97 is an award-winning filmmaker and entrepreneur. In 2019 she was named 
one of the top 40 filmmakers under 40 by DOCNYC and POC a director on the rise by Free 
The Work. Anjali co-directed Just A Band’ with Kenyan filmmaker Mbithi Msya, a fractionally- 
fictional documentary about an Afro-electric pop group that wants to go to Space, supported 
by Cinereach and Sundance. The film won second prize of the First Look Pitch Prize at this 


year's Hot Doc Forum Festival. 


EMMA BLAKELY ’98 Emma Blakely is currently leaning 

into small town living in Almonte, ON. After ten years in the 
sustainable real estate development world, and an MBA from 
Ottawa U, she had two kids and adjusted her career priorities 
in favour of a flexible schedule and life-work balance. Emma 
currently works part-time for herself as a digital marketing 
consultant who takes pride in her mom lifestyle, an organized 
home, and quality self-care. She no longer commutes, recently 
completed her first term on an Executive Board and officially 
became a “runner” over the last few years. Emma continuously 
strives to surround herself with people that inspire her to be 
the best she can be for herself, her family, and her community. 
That’s a strong Traf tradition that she’s proud to be a part of. 
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ASHLEY BELMER ’O0 is currently Head of Communications 
at The Shaw Festival in Niagara on the Lake. Arts 
communications specialist Ashley Belmer has been working 
in publicity in both English and French in the non-profit 
community for 18 years. For five years, Ashley worked as the 
Marketing and Publicity Director for Black Theatre Workshop 
in Montreal. In 2013, she worked as the Marketing Manager 
for Just For Laughs. In 2014, Ashley joined FLIP Publicity 

in Toronto as a senior level arts Publicist. At Flip, Ashley 
worked for Luminato, Panamania, Cirque Du Soleil, Ross 
Petty, Cavalia, Factory Theatre, Tapestry Opera and many 
more. Ashley was also the Senior Festival publicist at TIFF, 
and the lead on both Midnight Madness and Wavelengths 
programmes. Ashley created B-Rebel Communications in 


~ 2000s ~ 


2017. Rebel is an arts publicity and graphic design company, 
with a focus on theatre, dance and film in Toronto, Montreal 
and across Canada. B stands for belmer and rebel is what 
Ashley has always been known as— “a rebel” arts publicist 
that thinks outside the box with great results. Since starting, 
Ashley has worked with numerous arts clients, including the 
Shaw Festival, Summerworks, the Siminovitch prize, Factory 
Theatre, Ross Petty Productions, Tiff, Luminato, Theatre 
Centre, Danceworks, Native Earth, Theatre Passe-muraille, 
Next Stage, Dusk Dances, Porch View Dances, Jot Docs, 
Toronto Fringe Festival, Persephone, Scapegoat Carnival and 
many more. Ashley is also still best friends with Traf grad 
Miranda Flaig— both rebels at heart and who both become 
successful entrepreneurs. 


ASHLEY BELMER’0O0 gave a solo 
performance of We Rise Again with the 
Newchoir at Koerner Hall, Toronto. 


JENNIFER KLINCK ’03—lead 
counsel for the appellant on behalf of 
Power Law in Vancouver — was quoted 
in the Canadian Lawyer magazine, in 
May 2019, describing a recent decision 
by the Supreme Court of Canada as 
“huge for [her client] for the francophone 
community in B.C. and for official 
language minorities across the country.” 
The Court overturned the Supreme 
Court of British Columbia’s decision to 
deny her client a trial in French. 


MARA IOANA HOWARD 711 
recently shared her story of struggling 
with mental health challenges. The story 
aired on Global News and in the Toronto 
Star during Mental Health Week last 
May. Mara spoke passionately about 

her involvement with Stella’s Place, a 
Toronto-based organization for young 
adults who are experiencing mental 
health challenges. 
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TIFFANY (TIFF) BLAIR ’03 Tiff and 
her husband Geoff welcomed their first 
baby Nora Kathryn Blair on November 
16, 2021. After over a decade in Toronto, 
they returned to Montreal this summer 
and look forward to rediscovering the 
city and raising Nora closer to family 
and friends 


LAUREN SHADLEY ’07 visited Ms. McCabe’s AP Capstone Seminar class on 
“Crime and Punishment”. A practicing criminal defence attorney and a member 

of the Executive Committee of the Canadian Bar Association’s National Criminal 
Justice committee, Lauren ably led the class through interesting discussions about 
the role and the rule of law in society. 


LAURA MORRISON ’09 has recently 
moved back to Canada (Vancouver!), 
after living in the UK with her husband 
Rob Davies, whom she married at 
Norwich Castle in Norwich, England in 
November 2018. They met in Cardiff, 
Wales where she got her Master’s in 
political communication. Laura is now 
working as an Account Director at an 
ecommerce marketing agency. 


ALI KELLNER ’07 welcomed baby 
Kobe on June 13, 2022 with partner 
Noam Sussman. 


THE CLASS OF 2011 reunited in the fall to 
celebrate their 10-year anniversary. In attendance 
were (L-R, front-back) Jessica Michelin, Kristina 
Pivnicki, Una Jojich-White, Lisa Suliteanu, Rebecca 
Abelson, Vera Wagner, Bianca Bruzzese, Shannon 
O’Brien, Anna Kirk, and Rose Mahoney. 


TORRY CRISP-VILLANUEVAS °15 announced 
her engagement to partner Jennifer Scott in June 
2022. Torry and Jennifer each secretly planned 
their own proposals, within only a few days of one 
another! Jennifer beat Torry to the punch though, 
proposing first on June 3. Torry followed through 
with her own proposal on June 8. The wedding is 
being planned for June 2025. 


~ 2010s ~ 


Sisters VERA WAGNER °11 and Christina Wagner ’14 visited Katherine 
Wagner ’09 in Berkeley, California. They celebrated Vera’s completion 

of her MA in Child Studies from Concordia University and helped 
Katherine pack up for Vancouver to start a new job as Assistant Professor 
of Economics at the University of British Columbia. 


STEPHANIE RACICOT °12 Master of Social Work degree from McGill 
(class of 2020) with a speciality in Health and Social Care. Currently 
working as a Pediatric Social Worker at the Montreal Children’s Hospital. 


NICOLE SASSON 714 wote to say: “I am currently in my last year 
studying at Concordia and | am part of a non-profit organization 
within JMSB. It is called Enactus and it fosters entrepreneurial action 
into socially responsible behaviours that benefit our society. My team 
and | have started a project called CodElle that aims to empower 


young women.” 


VERONICA CAMPANELLI 13 shared that 2022 has brought lots 

of exciting projects. The most rewarding for her was being entrusted 

by Rick Caughman, a well-known artist based in California, with a tile 
mural project. Veronica created a 504 square foot replica of Rick’s digital 
artwork using 8x8 inch tiles. The tile mural will be installed outside at the 
Anthony Munzo Community Center in Ontario California. Some more of 
her exciting local tile mural projects can be seen at Café Lido in Verdun 
and Café de Mercanti in the Old Port. 
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IAKOIEHWAHTHA PATTON 716 
tells us ‘I’m currently in my last year 
studying Art History, Renaissance 
Studies, and Anthropology at the 
University of Toronto. My academic 
interests are centred on the imaging of 
gender and colonialism in fifteenth to 
seventeenth-century Netherlandish art. 
This past summer, | studied Renaissance 
and Baroque Art in Italy; my dream 
since | began studying art history! For 
the last two years, I’ve been working 

as a research assistant to St. Michael’s 
professor Reid Locklin on the resource 
website Teaching and Learning as 
Treaty Peoples, where | write at the 
intersection of art history, Christianity, 
coloniality, and Indigeneity. I’m also the 
President of the History of Art Students’ 
Association, the undergraduate art 
history student body representative at 
the University of Toronto. Next year, | 
hope to pursue a Masters in Art History.’ 


ALUMNAE NOTES & NEWS 
includes updates received until August 2022. 
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SKYE SCRUTON ’17 is a fourth-year student in 
the Desautels Faculty of Management completing 
a major in Strategic Management with a minor in 
International Development Studies. This year Skye 
is the co-head of the global politics section for the 
McGill Business Review and will be representing 
McGill university at the Inter-Collegiate Business 
Competition (I.C.B.C.). This past summer Skye 
worked at the U.S. Consulate General in Montreal as a commercial specialist intern. 
Through this role she helped U.S. SMEs enter the Canadian market, prepared 
diplomatic missions to Canada, and wrote market research focusing on Canada- 
U.S. trade. 


FRANCES WHEELER-HUGHES 718 wrote: “In May 2019, my family (parents 
Jane and Jim and sister JENNA WHEELER-HUGHES ’13) and | hopped 

on a plane to Nepal to trek in the Himalayas. Our experience was incredibly 
challenging both physically and mentally. We hiked for about 6-10 hours a day 
which gave us lots of time to reflect on life. With the support from one another, 

we reached Everest Base Camp on May 29th, and man, was it ever rewarding. That 
journey taught me so much. One of the many things | took from this experience 

is that | am strong, and as long as | have support from friends and family, | can 
achieve anything.” 


IN MEMORIAM 


Willa Webster Nora Corley Murchison, Class of 47, Mary Jean Mitham De Jong 43, 2021 
on June 15th, 2021 at the age of 92. 
She also was a visionary donor who 
left a gift in her will to Trafalgar to 
Cynthia Grinbaum Miller ’70, advance education. Nancy Blachford Clark’s2, 
on April 17, 2022 April 8, 2021 


Robert Asch (former parent and 
continued supporter) 


Sheila Barshay Goldbloom, former 
Board Member, July 3rd, 2022 


Margaret “Marilyn” (Haslam) Avruskin, 
Phyllis (McLean) Firth, Class of ’53, Class of 56, on December 13, 2020 William McDiarmid, former Board 
on December 29 2020 in Oregon Member October 17, 2021 


TAFE NOTE NEW 


FAREWELLS & DEPARTURES 
RETIREMENTS Pauianvaee 
HOLLY POTTER and On June 29th, 2022, the entire faculty and staff 


MARIE-CLAUDE HARTON gathered in the cafeteria to celebrate our most 
recent retirees. Lastly, after 25 years of dedication 
to the art department, Lori Litvack ended her 
career at Traf this June. During the last assembly 
of the year, the students thanked Ms Litvack for 
her deep contributions to the Traf community. 


ON THE RIGHT, MS. LITVACK SHARED HER RETIREMENT CELEBRATION 
WITH RECENT RETIREES KATHLEEN COOK AND GAIL CORNELL. 


GENERAL NEWS 


RACHAEL DIAMANT, Our 
learning specialist graduated 
with a Masters of Education: 
Inclusive Education from 
McGill. She has now 
returned full-time to Traf. 


On the last day of the year, 
the staff stayed behind 

for a very important staff 
meeting.... A surprise 
scavenger hunt was 
organized for Ms. Quilty 
and Ms.Ruffini, who both 
got married later on in the 
summer! 


MARINA ERFLE welcomed 
a baby boy, Charlie Hamel, 
born on August 13th. 


2021-22 VICTORY 37 


PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT 


CC T the end of June 2022, the Global Forum on Girls’ Education III 
A organized by the International Coalition of Girls’ Schools was held 
in Boston, Massachusetts. Adriana Ruffini and Laura Quilty were 
fortunate to attend the conference as presenters where they emphasized the importance 


of collaboration amongst teachers in their presentation entitled “Collaborating for 
the Future”. 


They highlighted several types of collaborations including those with different 
departments, researchers, and community experts. The focus was on the importance 

of collaboration in developing the skills that students need to become innovative 
entrepreneurs, as well as teachers role-modeling for students via collaboration; 

students can't be what they can't see! This was a more condensed version of a previous 
presentation given to an LCEEQ online conference in February 2022, where many more 
projects and collaborations were showcased by additional Trafalgar teachers (Christianne 
Loupelle, Amy Allison, Lori Litvack, and Libby Fainsilber) and their university 
collaborators (Dawn Wiseman-Bishops, Limin Jao— McGill).” 
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A WORD FROM OUR CHAIRS 


™ The end of the school year is a perfect time to for university, but we must also futureproof 


reflect on our goals and objectives from the 

year that passed and plan ahead for the year 
to come, and the Trafalgar Governing Board 
has big plans!... 


As some impressive donation pledges for 
the new building and CoLab have begun to 
turn this vision into reality, we are focused 
on achieving our Capital Campaign goals. 
Keep your eyes out for exciting news about 
activities and developments to come. 


Our plans for the school are ambitious but 
we are aware they have to be. This is not 

a business for the faint of heart. Not only 
must we respect the impressive history and 
legacy of the Trafalgar School for Girls in 

its mandate to educate “the daughters of 
merchants and mechanics” and prepare them 


Dear Friends, 


the school in an era of complicated provincial 
politics, shifting demographics, and post- 
pandemic economic volatility. The Governing 
Board is dedicated to seeing Trafalgar continue 
to survive and thrive well into the future. 


We are fortunate, indeed, to work with so 
many talented, capable people who share 

our passion for enduring the future of 

this incredibly special school community 

to which we all belong. I’d like to extend 

my appreciation to the board members, 
volunteers, TOGA members, and friends of 
the school who give so generously of their 
time, and especially to Kathy Nikidis, whose 
bright vision for Trafalgar helps lead the way. 


Alyssa Sklar, PHD 
Chair of the Trafalgar board 


We are making history at Trafalgar School for Girls! At a time in Montreal when much is 
changing, the school is entering a very exciting phase in women’s education. Originally 
created to provide women students for McGill University, we are returning to that centre 

of education in a dramatic way. The Trafalgar Ross Foundation Board is ready to support all 
the planning and development that is in place as it affects our community. We are well aware 
of our responsibilities, remembering especially the importance of providing access to the 
school’s program for all students through our bursaries. 


The Foundation Board members greatly appreciate the support that comes to the school 


from you, generous donors. Thank you. 


Cfpem sycceseys WU frees horisheshope 


Susan Stevenson 
Chair of the Trafalgar Ross Foundation 
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SO Trafalgar School for Girls 
Clay Girl 


At Trafalgar’s International Festival held 
in March 2003, Traf celebrated the 62 
countries represented by its student 
population. The school community 
was broken up into 16 teams, 

each representing a different 
geographic region. Over the 
following six months, the 
students researched, 
designed and creared 
Clay Girl under 
the supervision 

of Lori Litvack, 
one of the school’s 
art teachers. As 
they built their 
human mosaic, 
students and 
teachers revelled 
in the chance to 
share pride in their 
cultural traditions 
and create a collective 
understanding that our 
differences can bring us 
together. Clay Girl is now 
mounted in the front 
hallway of the school 
where she can be seen 

by all who enter. 


“As they built 
their human mosaic, 
students and teachers 

revelled in the chance to 
share pride in their 
cultural traditions 
and create a collective 
understanding that our 
differences can bring 
us together.” 


Making Clay Girl 
The students first traced an outline of one 
of their bodies on paper. The silhouette 
was cut into 16 puzzle pieces and distrib- 
uted to the teams, who then decided on 
the designs. The students worked directly 
on half-inch slabs of clay. Some built up 
their slahs into bas-relief sculptures; others 
carved into the clay. They applied three 
layers of coloured engobes (liquid clay 
slips) to ensure brilliant colours after fir- 
ing. Each tile took at least four hours to 
complete; some tiles took longer, requiring 
extra work at lunch and after school, The 
puzzle pieces were fitted together and the 
figure photographed before being pack- 
aged and transported to the Visual Arts 
Centre in Westmount for bisque 
firing and glazing. 


